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and the latter's good friend Marya Rakovska, she wan admitted
to sessions of the "Floating University**; which m to say, to
lessons in anatomy, natural history and sociology, given by
benevolent teachers to young people who wished to extend their
culture. The sittings took place in secret, at Mile Ksisecka's
house or in some other private dwelling* The disciples gathered
to the number of eight or ten at a time and took notes; they
passed pamphlets and articles from otic to the other; at the
slightest noise they trembled, for if they had been discovered by
the police it would have meant prison for all of them,
I have a lively memory of that sympathetic atmosphere of
social and intellectual comradeship [Marie Curie was to write
forty years later]. Tine means of action were poor and the
results obtained could not be very considerable; and yet I
persist in believing that the ideas that then guided us are the
only ones which can lead to true social progress. Wu cannot
hope to build a better world without improving the individual.
Toward this end, each of us must work toward his own highest
development-, accepting at the same time his share of re<*
sponsibility in the general life of humanky~-our particular duty
being to help those to whom we feel we can be mtnt useful.
The aim of the Floating University was not only to curry on
the instruction of young people just out of the secondary
schools. In their turn the students were to become educator*.
Stimulated by Mile Piasecka, Manya was to give lessons to
women of the poor, She began by reading aloud to the cm*
ployees of a dressmaking establishment and got together a little
library of books in Polish^ volume by volume, for the use of the
working women*
How is one to imagine the fervour of tins girl of seventeen?
Her childhood had been passed before mysterious divinities, the
physics apparatus in her father's study; even before the sciences
had been made "fashionable** M, SModovski had transmitted his
passionate curiosity to her* But that world was not enough for
impetuous Manya; she plunged eagerly into other teetioM of